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But Lawrence Washington's consumption did not
improve: he grew homesick and pined for his wife
and for Mount Vernon. The physicians had recom-
mended him to spend a full year at Barbados, in
order to give the climate and the regimen there a
fair trial, but he could not endure it so long, and he
sailed from there to Bermuda, whence he shortly re-
turned to Virginia and Mount Vernon. George,
meanwhile, had also gone back to Virginia, sailing
December 22, 1751, and arriving February i, 1752.
Even from his much-mutilated journal, we can see
that he travelled with his eyes open, and that his in-
terests were many. As he mentioned in his journal
thirty persons with whom he became acquainted at
the Barbados, we infer that in spite of bashfulness he
was an easy mixer. This short journey to the Bar-
bados marks the only occasion on which George
Washington went outside of the borders of the
American Colonies, which became later, chiefly
through his genius, the United States.1

In July, 1752, Lawrence Washington died of the
disease which he had long struggled against. He
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